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CHAPTER X7
RUBENS

Wira Perer Pave Roness {1997-1645) we coms to the
last major transformation of the medium. The changes Le
hranzhi abowt in the medium of the later Ttalisns converted
itanto the mest facile and versavile vehicle that any painter
has ever hud st his disposal, Technically, there seems to have
peen o limit to it possibilities and Rubens himself, with the
frecdom of excontion that it sllewsd him in combinazion
with his vwe grear gening, reached the peak of pictorial
realfzation. No painter hag ever enjoved a greater or more
lasting renown. Dhuring his lite his atelier had 2 tremendous
reputation, and from the rime of his death unefl our own
time, paieters of all schools have tried to rediscover his Tost
scerers; they have copled hin—from Ancoine Wattsu {1683-
1721} to Paal Cdzanne {1 E3g-1ecf)l—in their efforts Lo leacn
Rae ra paine,

Betors we attempt to trace the various stens that led ra
such 2 Ligh develapment, lez us examine some of (he qualities
tral disuagoish his work and 10y w0 see in whas ways his
techniyue differed from ther of his predescssors as well g of
his follawers.

In the Introduction, we have already deseribed the methad
of sxamining a painting by mears of the raking Lght ard we
will new see what this study reveals of rhe actoal inaserials
and methods of Rubena,

Frem Van Eyek to Brusshe! (the Elder), the relefs thas
stand out it the paint in this raking light are to be found
principally in the light weight pigments— the blacks, hrowns
and lakez whercas the Beavy plgments, because of their
weight, have sunk coward the canvas and lefr hedloes, [t s
exceptinnal, for example, to £nd a relief in the whites, on
account af the density of this pigment. These dense whites
formed tiin layers but they have great covering power and
are very hrighe, They have very rarcly preserved the srria-
tians of the brash stroke. When we saumine the paint va che
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